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appear, and are replaced by wide areas of swamp and bog which long
retarded human occupation. The forests also disappear and are replaced
by moor, which becomes the dominating element of the landscape.
Here cultivation declines, and the farmer devotes most of his attention
to the pasturing of livestock and especially to dairying.

The plain is also characterized by wide variations in soil conditions,
much of the soil consisting of coarse sand and gravels. Even with the
use of science, the industrious German farmer has been unable to use
the poorer portions of these soils, and they remain forest covered. The

The Lueneburger Heath, near the Dutch border in the North German Plain. (Courtesy
of the German Tourist Information Office, New York.)

better portions have been made productive by farmers who have used
every aid, in the form of fertilization and cultivation, which science
has to offer. In few sections of the world has man been so successful
in overcoming unfavorable soil conditions as in the German plain. The
large crops of rye and potatoes gathered from these areas are evidence
of his success. Several areas of better soil occur, and here the farmer
secures very high yields per acre. One such region extends along the
southern slope of the Baltic Ridge from East Prussia to Liibeck and
Schleswig. Other and even more fertile regions occupy the three tongues
of lowland which extend south into the highlands along the Oder, the
Elbe and the Rhine. The alluvial soils of the river valleys and occasional
deposits of boulder clay constitute other and more local areas of